Sites of Emergence Through Nmé: The Little River Odawa Climate Understandings in Michigan

This community-based research and education proposal explores the historical decline of the nmé population, still a vulnerable species today, and assesses the contemporary environmental and social impacts of this for the Little River Odawa community.  . In order to do this, an aim of my project is to understand colonialism’s impact on Odawa gender practices and health and how Little River Odawa respond to climate conditions in their community. Today, climatic events and inconsistent weather patterns in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula considerably impact Anishinaabe peoples and our tribal cultural and natural resources. For example, when water warms, it affects fish that rely on cooler waters, which impacts seasonal harvests in areas designated by treaty for continued use by Michigan tribes, including the Little River Odawas (Inter-Tribal Council 2016). This project focuses on a fundamental but little-investigated piece of this problem: sturgeon as a site for the Little River Odawa understandings of health and gender. What can Little River Odawa accounts tell us about nmé? How do changing climate conditions affect land-based practices? How do Little River Odawas’ everyday land-based practices speak to new meanings for nmé and other cultural resources? And what role does tribal natural resource management and standard natural science knowledge play in this process? To answer these questions, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians citizen and University of Colorado Boulder Ph.D. candidate Natasha Myhal hopes investigate how Odawa people mentally and physically navigate barriers to their land-based practices, how such approaches to changing climate conditions may inform the broader society, and whether tribal natural resource science and Odawa science can contribute to local cultural and ecological resiliencyWHY IT MATTERS
Perpetuating unique Odawa ways of life and knowledge of the natural world requires the ability of Odawa people to maintain their relationship with nmé, practice treaty rights, and adapt to changing climate conditions to protect cultural resources. This project seeks to help sustain Odawa environmental practices by actively exploring the relationship between Odawa people and fish, as well as better understanding how Odawas in our rural communities are confronting obstacles to climate change.



HOW WE WILL DO IT 									   First, the Principal investigator Natasha, will collaborate with the Little River Tribal Natural Resourse Department and Odawa community members and diaspora community members to conduct virutal focus groups and interviews. They will focus on how Tribal members make sense of changing climate condtions, their relationship with cultural resources (including nmé), and how gender and health are impacted by climate change. A secondary component of the project is a PhotoVoice project, in which Tribal members will take photos of landscape areas in Manistee that convey specific Odawa teachings and communicate the importance of land, air, water, and animal relatives. After a follow up interview with the PI to go over the meaning of the photos, the photos will inform a project video to aid in tribal natural resource department conservation efforts. All research participants will be compensated with gift cards to local stores. 

WHAT WE HOPE TO FIND
This project will provide further insight into the relationship between nmé, gender roles, and Odawa concepts of health. In addition, the project hopes that this work will support ongoing political efforts to protect treaty lands for the Little River Odawa. Findings from the research will document and contribute to cultural resilience and adaptation theories in climate change research. This research will aid in future tribal natural resource department efforts to create a climate change management plan.

WHAT THE PROJECT MEANS
The project will center Odawa cultural knowledge to support tribal efforts to maintain the Odawa language, traditional ecological knowledge, and protect tribal cultural resources. 

*This project is currently under review under CU Boulder Institutional Review Board (IRB) and no research will start until approval is granted and shared with the committee. 
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