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GEORGE R. PUFLETT JR. AND 
CANDACE M. CHAPMAN, 

Plaintiffs 

V. 

THE LITTLE RIVER BAND OF OTTA WA 
INDIANS EXECUTIVE BRANCH, 
LARRY ROMANELLI 
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George R. Puflett, Jr. 
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Plaintiffs 
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Case No. 24-192-GC 

Hon. Caroline LaPorte 

Dennis Swain (P29866) 
Attorney for Defendant 
2608 Government Center Drive 
Manistee, Michigan 49660 

Tobin Dust (P36741) 
Co-Counsel for Defendant 
300 St. Andrews Road, Suite 302 
Saginaw, MI 48638 

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR LEA VE TO AMEND COMPLAINT AND FINAL 

ORDER DISMISSING SUIT FOR LACK OF SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION 

This cause came before the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Tribal Court originally on a 
Complaint by Plaintiffs Chapman and Pufflett. On April 4, 2025, the parties appeared, with the 
Ogema represented by Mr. Swain and Mr. Dust, and the Plaintiffs appearing pro se. 

Sovereign Immunity is dispositive to the matter at hand-and has remained as such for the crux 
of this case. 

As stated in a previous Order dated February 18, 2025, sovereign immunity is an inherent feature 
of tribal sovereignty. Thus, any party bringing suit against the Tribe MUST show that there has 
been a waiver of that immunity for their case to survive. This waiver can be established by one 
of two ways: the United States Congress can pass express/clear/explicit legislation stating that a 
law includes a waiver of tribal sovereign immunity OR (in LRBOI's case) Tribal Council may 
pass a resolution or ordinance waiving that immunity (i.e. the Tribe consents to suit). 
Importantly, because Tribal Council ratifies contracts, a contract itself may contain such a 
waiver, so long as such a waiver is clear. As previously stated, there is a limited waiver found in 








